Tuberculosis in New South Wales.
Surveillance of tuberculosis in New South Wales depends on notification of cases by medical practitioners and careful follow-up by public health nurses dedicated to the control of tuberculosis. Evaluation of tuberculosis surveillance data enables identification of patterns of infection, highlighting areas requiring specific interventions. In 1986, 290 cases of tuberculosis were notified to the Department of Health, New South Wales. The majority of patients (72.8%) were diagnosed as having pulmonary disease. The highest rates of infection were in people from Southeast Asian countries. Whereas 5.2% of cases were identified when the patients entered Australia, a substantial proportion of diagnoses (23.1%) were made in people who had been resident in Australia for 10 or more years. This article highlights the need to continue efforts to improve tuberculosis surveillance and control programmes in New South Wales.